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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

Rev. Nour calls God’s goodness 
and mercy “twin blessings” — and 
even “hounds of heaven” — to help 
us on our life’s journey.

Rev. Nour notes that it is not 
“maybe” or “possibly,” but “sure-
ly” we will be pursued by these 
so-called hounds of heaven, which 
are constantly on our heels. By the 
gift of His Son, the true Shepherd 
of the sheep, God demonstrates 
His goodness and mercy to us ev-
ery day of our life, leading us into 
life everlasting with Him.

We thank Rev. Nour for his 
insights on these precious words 
from Psalm 23.

I was thinking about what he 
wrote and began to consider how 
God lets loose his goodness and 
mercy via you and me. That is, 
we are His agents for extending 
His goodness and mercy into the 
world. And at this time of the year, See MESSAGE, page 2

Engaging our youth…

Yes you Can!
“The Hounds of Heaven!” is the 
provocative title of a sermon by the 
Rev. Nabil Nour (Trinity, Hartford), 
printed in the most recent edition of 
Concordia Pulpit Resources (Vol. 28, 
Part 3). Rev. Nour’s sermon text is  
Ps. 23:6a: 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life.”

Studies 
show that 
meaningful 
involvement 
in the congre-
gation helps 
to retain our 
members, 
young and old, 
in the Church.”

fresh off of Confirmation Sunday 
or looking forward to it sometime 
in May, I want to encourage you 
to be the one God uses to pursue 
your congregation’s confirmands 
with His grace and mercy.

Our young people really do appre-
ciate instruction from God’s Word 
and Luther’s Small Catechism. 
They really do. The vows they 
make on Confirmation Day are as 
serious as any they will make the 
rest of their lives.

Haven’t you noticed, though, that 
a few start slipping away from the 
Church soon after Confirmation 
Sunday, and a few more as they 
graduate from high school?

You can do something about that! 
God can use you to pursue them 
and encourage them with His 
grace and mercy.

How? What can you do?

Surely you can:
▶  ENGAGE THESE YOUNG 

PEOPLE in conversation. Ask 
them how they are doing and 
how is school is going.

▶  TELL THEM that their con-
firmation verse is an important 
verse for you, and why it is an 
important promise from God 
for you.

▶  LET THEM KNOW you are 
praying for them.

▶  COMMEND THEM for their 
accomplishments as their high 
school years unfold.

▶  ENCOURAGE THEM when 
they fail or fall.

You, as a concerned adult brother 
or sister in Christ, know that the 
faith that is theirs by God’s grace 
is a faith that needs to be nur-
tured. Surely, then, you can en-
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courage your congregation to have a Bible 
study on a regular basis, sometime during 
the week, for the high school students. 
Surely your congregation, or you yourself, 
can help provide scholarships for the newly 
confirmed to attend Camp Minneboji.

Surely your congregation can find a way to 
involve your teens in a meaningful way in 
the life of the congregation. Why not have 
a team of teens usher, sing or provide some 
other service during worship services? 
Studies show that meaningful involvement 
in the congregation helps to retain our 
members, young and old, in the Church.

Surely your congregation, or you yourself, 
can inform our campus ministries of the 
students’ eventual college enrollment.

Do you see that it’s not “maybe I can help to 
extend God’s goodness and mercy” to our 
young people? No, it’s surely you can!

Dual parish installs pastor

The Rev. Dwaine 
Doremus was installed 
as pastor of the dual 
parish of Bethesda, 
Marion, and First 
English, Parker, on 
Saturday, March 3, at 
Bethesda, Marion. The Rev. 
Matthew Resner, pastor of 
Immanuel, Menno, and St. Paul, 
Scotland, and also the vacancy pastor of Bethesda and 
First English, served as preacher. 

The Rev. Tom Christopher, circuit visitor and pastor of 
St. Martin/Trinity/St. John, Alexandria/Spencer/Emery, 
was the liturgist. The Rev. Scott Sailer, district presi-
dent, was the officiant.

Doremus had retired from full-time service on Nov. 30 
after serving as pastor of St. Peter, Wentworth. The call 
to Bethesda and First English is part-time.

From left, Rev. 
Adam Welton, St. 
Peter, Wentworth; 
Rev. Nabil Nour, 
Trinity, Hart-
ford; Sailer; Rev. 
Terry Makelin, St. 
Paul, Freeman; 
Doremus; Rev. Pe-
ter Kurowski, Zion, 
Canistota, and St. 
John, Montrose; 
Christopher and 
Resner.

In circle: Rev. 
Doremus with his 
wife, Janice.

Tom Mueller, a member 
of Emanuel Luther-
an Church, Milbank, 

received his Lay Leadership 
Institute (LLI) certificate from 
the Rev. Scott Sailer, South 
Dakota District president, on 
March 18.

Tom is one of about a dozen 
men in the South Dakota Dis-
trict who has completed all 11 
classes in Level III of LLI. This 

Helping hand in Milbank
Through district program, layman certified  
to aid pastor in vital church functions

certification qualifies Level III 
male “graduates” to help their 
pastors in areas such as teach-
ing, evangelism and worship. 

Level I and II classes are open 
to everyone. For more infor-
mation about LLI, go to the 
district website at sddlcms.org, 
click “Mission & Ministries” at 
the top of the page, and then 
“Lay Leadership Institute” on 
the right.
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Send submissions 
for the district 
supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the August issue is 
June 15.

ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Christopher Navurskis, 

Immanuel, Hinkley, Ill., accepted the 
call of senior pastor from Mount 
Calvary, Huron, March 11.

▶  The Rev. Tim Schaekel, St. Paul, 
Milaca, Minn., accepted the call of 
associate pastor from Zion, Sioux 
Falls, March 4.

▶  The Rev. Steven Weispfennig, asso-
ciate pastor, St. John’s, Yankton, 
accepted the call of St. John’s senior 
pastor, March 11.

DECLINED
▶  The Rev. David Knefelkamp, Zion/

First English, White/Aurora, declined 
the call of pastor from Zion/Zion, 
Browns Valley, Minn./Claire City, 
March 4; and the call of pastor from 
St. James/Ebenezer, Alexandria, 
Minn. 

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen/Columbia, Our Savior/ 

St. John
▶  Alcester, Peace
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Milbank, Emanuel
▶  Pierre, Faith, (associate pastor)

▶  Plankinton/White Lake, St. Paul/
Trinity

▶  Presho/Reliance, /Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid City, Zion (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)

On Friday, March 16, the pastors of the 
Freeman Circuit decided to conduct 
their monthly Winkel (circuit pastors’ 
meeting) in a different way: by standing 
up for God’s gift of life outside Planned 
Parenthood in Sioux Falls. 

This was part of the 40 Days for Life 
campaign, held Feb. 14 to March 25. 
The worldwide campaign is an effort to 
raise awareness, save lives, bring healing 
and lead our nation to repentance for 
the sin of abortion. Over the 40 days, 
groups can participate in a number of 
ways, including prayer, peaceful vigils 
and community outreach.

For more information, go to 40days 
forlife.com.

From left, Jane Christopher; Rev. Nabil Nour, Trinity, Hartford; Rev. Tom Christopher, St. 
John/Trinity/St. Martin, Emery/Spencer/Alexandria and Jane’s husbnd; Rev. Matthew 
Resner, St. Paul/Immanuel, Scotland/Menno; Rev. Terry Makelin, St. Paul, Freeman; Rev. 
Adam Welton, St. Peter, Wentworth; and Rev. Peter Kurowski, St. John/Zion, Montrose/
Canistota.

Winkel 
FOR LIFE

Call Information
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What is a 
mite box?

s our family 
was ap-
proaching a 
restaurant 

after church a 
few weeks ago, I 
looked down and 
saw a penny. I 
picked it up and 
said, “for my mite 
box!” Then as I 
walked further, 
a few more coins appeared. Then, I 
said, “more for my mite box!” One of 
the people with us said, “what is a mite 
box?” I thought everyone knew! Well, I 
was mistaken.

The mite box is a tool the LWML uses 
to collect offerings. It comes from Jesus’ 
example of the widow’s mite. Jesus 
sat down opposite the place where the 

offerings were put and watched the 
crowd putting their money into the 
temple treasury. Many rich people 
threw in large amounts. But a poor 
widow came and put in two very small 
copper coins (the King James trans-
lation calls these coins mites) worth 
only a fraction of a penny. Calling His 
disciples to Him, Jesus said:

“ ‘Truly, I say to you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all 
those who are contributing to the 
offering box. For they all contrib-
uted out of their abundance, but 
she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to 
live on.’ ” — Mark 12:43-44

LWML uses the mites — coins, bills, 
checks — that are collected to support 
the mission grants selected at conven-

tion for local and global missions. Sev-
enty-five percent of all mites collected 
are kept in the district to support our 
mission grants and the work of our 
LWML. Twenty-five percent of the 
mites support the work of national 
LWML, including the mission grants 
we choose at convention. 

God is doing great things through 
these mite boxes! As our LWML South 
Dakota District celebrates 75 years, we 
also celebrate that over these years God 
has used our efforts to support more 
than $727,000 in mission grants. To 
God be the glory! 

I encourage you to attend the LWML 
South Dakota District Convention 
June 1-2 in Sioux Falls, where you 
will witness the selection of the next 
mission grants we will support with 
our mite box offerings. We will also 
have a number of grant recipients as 
mites-in-action speakers and interest 
session leaders. They will talk about 
how God has used our mites to bless 
their ministries. 

The next time you see a coin on the 
ground, I hope you will pick it up, feed 
your mite box, and then praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow!

With love from Lisa

It has been my pleasure to serve as VP of Human Care 
these past four years. I attended all quarterly Executive 
Board and Board of Directors meetings and submitted 
my report at each meeting.

For the Aberdeen Retreat, I worked with the host com-
mittee to determine which groups would be recipients of 
Gifts from the Heart and saw that they were delivered.

Being a member of the Executive Committee, I was in-
volved in planning the 2018 District Convention. Again, 
I worked with the Host Committee on the Servant 
Events and Gifts from the Heart. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve. It has made me 
even more in awe of all the amazing women who 
are members of the LWML. Your mission hearts are 
accomplishing great blessings for God’s people all over 
the world.

Judy Gies • VP of Human Care

VP says ‘goodbye’

Meet the 2018 district convention Host Committee
From left, Pamela Baker, music; Elaine Sestak, exhibits; Patti 
Peters, convention coordinator; Lori Hoffman, properties; Tammie 
Schultz, ushers and pages; Heather Miller, registration; Colleen 
Keiser, banners; Pat Reichert, convention chairman; Denise 
Schmidt, hospitality; Lynn Boyd, Gifts from the Heart and servant 
events; and Sherrie Bruhn, treasurer. Missing from the photo are 
Mary Dunlap, secretary; and Tina Lenz, decorations.

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President



MAY 2018  /  5

LWML HILITES

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

‘What’s  
 next?’

It doesn’t take 
us long in our 
lives to come 

up with that one 
question we all 
would like to have 
answered. Oh, 
you’ve certainly 
asked it, I’m sure, 
a time or two 
before. It’s some-
thing we all want 
to know.

It’s the perfect 
question to ask when you’re bored with 
life and its circumstances. Kids ask it all 
the time. It’s a question you would get 
from someone who has been through 
the wringer and has experienced one 
hardship after another. 

It’s Murphy’s Law — if something bad 
can happen, it will happen! “Oh boy, 
here we go again, what’s next?!” It’s the 
question you ask when your adrenaline 
is pumping and you feel you can take 
on the world. We’ve only filled 10,582 
sandbags — “What’s next?!?”

Joshua and the Israelites wondered 
“what’s next?” as they crossed over the 
Jordan without their leaders, Moses 
and Aaron, to enter the Promised Land 
of Canaan. The disciples wondered 
“what’s next?” as Jesus’ stone-cold body 
was taken off the cross and laid into the 
stone-cold tomb. So it’s no surprise that 
we too might wonder “what’s next?” in 
our lives as well.

Our God reminds us in His Word that 
He will never leave us nor forsake us, 

(Heb. 13:5) and that Jesus will not leave 
us, His Church, as orphans and widows 
(John 14:18). St. Paul says in Phil. 1:6:

“And I am sure of this, that He who 
began a good work in you will bring 
it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.” 

We take comfort in knowing that God 
knows what’s next and that He finishes 
what He started.

We know what’s next as the people 
of God who gather around Word and 
Sacrament. The creeds tell us! “From 
thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. … I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of Saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting.” As a Christian, I 
can’t wait for what’s next … The bodily 
resurrection!

In one sense, “What’s next?” well, only 
God knows (James 4:13-14), and yet in 
another, we know what’s next in that we 
continue to live as Jesus’ disciples who 
are called by faith to trust and action. As 
I head to a new call to serve the Lord in 
Stevens Point, Wis., may God bless you 
and His people in all that is next, and 
in the next counselor He brings to serve 
the LWML South Dakota District. 

“For no eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, no mind has fully known 
what God has prepared for those 
who love Him.” — 1 Cor. 2:9 

In joyful anticipation of all that is next,
Pastor Baumann

What an absolute joy and privilege 
it has been to serve our Lord and the 
wonderful LWML ladies of the South 
Dakota District as financial secretary 
for the last four years. 

I have met many wonderful LWML 
sisters and enjoyed meeting together 
at Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors meetings. I have traveled to 
National LWML conventions, where 
I have seen the amazing impact the 
LWML makes here and around the 
world. 

God has truly blessed me in many 
ways in my service and I have enjoyed 
receiving your mites and other pay-
ments, often along with a short note of 
greetings from the society treasurers. 
What an encouragement these notes 
have been to me. 

As I see my time as financial secretary 
ending, I wish the very best to the 
newly elected financial secretary. I also 
thank those whom I have worked with 
over the last four years — each of you 
has been a blessing in my life. May God 
continue to bless you and the LWML 
South Dakota District in the years to 
come.
Jeanette Smith • Financial Secretary

What a joy-filled privilege it has been 
to serve my Lord and Savior as your 
LWML South Dakota District sec-
retary for the past four years. I have 
been blessed and honored to work with 
many dedicated Christian women. 

Whatever the Lord has in store for me 
next, I will cherish the friendships and 
memories I have made.

It is my prayer that we of the LWML 
South Dakota District continue “Shar-
ing God’s Love” while we serve the 
Lord with gladness!
Susan Swanson • Secretary

Farewells
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Rev. Joshua  
Baumann
LWML District  
Counselor
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Prayer requests

MAY:  
NEW LIFE

May 6: Pray for children, that they be viewed as precious in the 
sight of the Lord and precious in the sight of people.

May 13: Pray for the barren and infertile, that the Lord who 
remembers the barren provide for the needs of those who 
struggle with infertility.

May 20: Pray for all life in the womb, that life be viewed as a 
gift and that the Lord preserve the unborn.

May 27: Pray for those who suffer miscarriage, that in their 
grief they find peace in the Lord who died for that child

Lutherans For Life 
of South Dakota, 
Inc. is encouraging 
everyone to join us 
in prayer with a spe-
cific topic each week. 
Each month we will 
list a suggested 
subject of prayer.

Rachel weeps. She weeps because 
Leah is given to Jacob in  
  marriage and Jacob doesn’t 

know the difference. She weeps 
because Leah’s womb bears fruit and 
hers is barren. She weeps as month 
after month brings a funeral, a bloody 
reminder that she still carries no child. 
She weeps because one child, Joseph, 
is not enough and she wants more. She 
weeps because her second son is a son 
of sorrow, and while giving birth, she 
dies.

“A voice is heard in Ramah, 
lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her chil-
dren; she refuses to be comforted 
for her children, because they are 
no more.” — Jer. 31:15 

There are many Rachels and many 
Ramahs. 

There are Rachels who weep because 
they long to have a husband, but watch 
as their younger sister gets married 
instead. 

There are Rachels who weep because 
they beg God night after night to have 
children, but instead listen while their 
sisters complain about 2 a.m. feedings. 

There are Rachels who weep because 
they have children. They are mothers, 
but no one knows because their child 
died in miscarriage. Their joy was 
turned to sorrow. Any future pregnancy 
will be met with incredible fear, rather 
than joyful anticipation. These are the 
mothers who don’t get to talk about be-

ing a mother. They have no idea how to 
respond when someone asks, “Do you 
have any children? How many?”

There are Rachels who weep because 
they want more children. They might 
already have one, two or six, and they 
want more, more arrows in their hus-
band’s quiver.

There are Rachels who weep because 
they want to be mothers, but fear they 
can’t do mothering and their career.

There are Rachels who weep because 
their children have to live with divorce. 
They never thought divorce would hap-
pen to them. They never dreamed they 

would put their child through that.

There are Rachels who weep be-
cause they aborted their child. Many 
refuse to be comforted — as a form of 
self-punishment — because they did 
this to their child. They fear they no 
longer deserve children from the Lord.

There are many Rachels and many 
Ramahs. You can practically find them 
in every home. Lord, have mercy on us.

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Keep your 
voice from weeping, and your eyes 
from tears.’ ” — Jer. 31:16 

Jesus knows Rachel. He knows the 
tears that flood her pillow night and 
day. He knows the anguish that meets 
her in the baby aisle of the store. He 
knows how she remembers her child’s 
birthday, how there should be baby pic-
tures at Christmas, and how she threw 
out the baby album because she hated 
the reminder of the child that isn’t.

The Lord knows you, O Rachel. You 
are remembered and loved by the one 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, the one who took 
on flesh to redeem all flesh. A sword 
pierced Mary’s soul as she joined you in 
weeping over her beloved Son. By that 
cross, all mothers, fathers and children 
are paid for in full. No sin is too great 

Comfort for Rachel
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Men and women gather fresh produce from 
a vegetable garden at the Leitchour Refugee 
Camp outside Gambela, Ethiopia.

By Judith Schmuck
Zion Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls

At Zion, we have formed a task force to 
help to support the mission work of our 
fellow member, the Rev. Jenina Gat-
noor, who is from Sudan. The program 
is called Gaat (Kids) African Mission.

Since 2014, Gatnoor has been traveling 
to South Sudan to deliver needed items 
— including medical supplies, educa-
tional materials (including Christian) 
and clothing — to children. The people 
Pastor Gatnoor has been supporting, 
however, are now in Gambela, Ethiopia, 
as refugees because of civil war in South 
Sudan — where Gatnoor’s mother and 
other family members live.

We are in the process of purchasing 
about four acres of land in Gambela for 
a ministry site. We plan to fence in some 
of the property for security reasons. 

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) is partner-
ing with us for the mission. OGT will 
send two 40-foot containers — filled 
with all sorts of supplies — each year 
to our site. Some of the items are being 
collected by Zion members.

Pastor Gatnoor and Zion member Brad 
Tauchen recently returned from serving 
in Gambela for two weeks. They took 
four large suitcases filled with health 
supplies and other needed items. 

We also sent 50 audio Bibles, given to 
us by Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 
Huntsville, Ala. They were mainly given 
to the blind. Also, 30 Samsung Chrome-
books were given to us by Sioux Falls 
Lutheran School for distribution, along 
with Bible crosses made by Tauchen’s 
grandmother in Alabama. The people 
are in such need of so much.

Pastor Gatnoor has such great love for 
the people, especially the children, who 
are all in need of so much. 

After everything is set up on the prop-
erty we plan to dig a well so the people 
can have clean water.

When the first container arrives from 
OGT, it will be left on the site to be used 
as a mission center. We also plan to hire 
a gatekeeper, who will be on the site at 
all times for security reasons. 

Gaat (Kids) African Mission is an on-
going ministry project for Zion and we 
are looking for support, including your 
prayers, for the people we are serving. 

We feel truly blessed to be able to give to 
our Lord through His mission in Africa.

If you would like to give a gift to the 
Gaat mission in Africa, or for more 
information, please contact me at 605-
359-4866 or Judith3180@hotmail.com.

Christ’s love  
in Africa

Despite war, Sioux 
Falls pastor  
continues ministry

Children walk 
together at the 
refugee camp.

A village is steeped in dust 
outside the Leitchour  
Refugee Camp outside  
Gambela, Ethiopia.
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for Christ’s forgiveness. No evil that 
you have thought, spoken or done, is 
left to you. It’s nailed to the cross. It’s 
crucified with Christ. 

You, O child of God, are forgiven. The 
Lord is not weeping over you. There is 
no bitterness or resentment for your 
faults, your own faults, your own most 
grievous faults. Instead there is joy over 
you. “There is hope for your future,” 
declares the Lord, “and your children 
shall come back to their own country.”

There is hope for you in the One who 
wept bitter tears at the tomb. There is 
hope for you in the One who spoke to 

On March 10, 11 teams — consisting 
of more than 100 players — and 
spectators descended on Delmont 

as Zion Lutheran Church hosted the 61st 
Annual State Dartball Tournament. It 
was a great day for some fun, friendly 
competition and Christian fellowship.

Immanuel, Dimock, placed first place 
for the third consecutive year while Ris-
en Savior, Tea, was second and the host 
team was third.

Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
(LCEF) sponsored the tournament, 
and helped to offset costs — special 
thanks to Randy Gayken, LCEF district 
vice-president.

Next year’s tournament will be hosted 
by Zion, Mitchell, on March 2. If you 
are interested in entering a team, please 
contact Adam Schulz at 605-999-2403 
or adamschulz05@gmail.com. The 
tournament administrators would love 
to have even more teams compete in the 
years to come — all district congrega-
tions are invited to participate.

About Dartball
The game is played similar to baseball. 
Two teams of nine players face off by 
throwing darts underhanded at a board 
15 feet away. The dartboard is shaped like 
a baseball diamond with all three bases 
and home plate. It also has spaces for 
outs, balls and strikes, and foul balls. The 
dart is thrown at the chart until you get a 
hit (by landing the dart in a base area) or 
by getting an out (by striking out, missing 
the board or hitting an out area). This 
continues until three outs have occurred 
for that team, and until nine innings have 
been completed.

the widow of Nain saying, “stop weep-
ing.” There is hope for you in the One 
who remembers the barren, the wid-
owed, the orphaned and the unborn. 
There is hope for you in the One who 
loves children more than you ever can, 
and who loves you as He loves Himself. 

“All praise for infant martyrs,
Whom Your mysterious love
Called early from their warfare
To share Your home above.

O Rachel, cease your weeping;
They rest from earthly cares!
Lord, grant us crowns as brilliant
And faith as sure as theirs.”

“By All Your Saints in Warfare” 
(LSB #517, v. 9)

Dartball fun in Delmont

First Place 
Immanuel, Dimock

Second Place 
Risen Savior, Tea

Third Place 
Zion, Delmont


